
Organic gardening 
for nutritional 

produce and 
medicinal herbs

About Darren Butler

Darren is a consulting arborist, ecological designer 
and landscape specialist. His recent projects include 
designing food forests in residential landscapes, 
which are forest-like systems that produce food 
with minimal maintenance once established, and 
developing ecoliteracy and permaculture courses for 
children. He has appeared on several episodes of 
“Weekend Gardening” for a large international 
television audience as well as an expert horiculturist 
and landscaper on NPR radio, in newspapers and 
other media. He has taught Sustainable Landscape 
Design and Diagnosing Plant Problems for the 
University of CA Master Gardener program in Los 
Angeles since 2006, Small-Space Food Gardening 
and Drought-Tolerant Landscaping at Descanso 
Botanic Gardens and worked with Getty Villa to 
develop a gardening-related workshop. He holds 
many landscape and plant-related certifications and 
licenses. In 2007 and 2008 he developed curriculum 
for and serves on the statewide Steering Committee 
for all University of CA Master Gardener 
programs, and is a frequent speaker at events 
throughout CA, including the recent 2008 
University of CA Master Gardener conference. He 
works as a consultant and designer for a broad 
variety of clients from celebrities to nonprofit 
organizations, volunteers hundreds of hours per 
year mostly to help low-income people grow and eat 
more nutritious food, and has recently acted as 
horticultural consultant for the Edible Walls project 
through urbanfarming.org for the homeless in 
downtown Los Angeles. He has been gardening 
since childhood and developing expertise in 
Southern California gardening since 1996.

Additional Information

Course fee: $220 for early registration through Feb 
11. Special bring-a-friend early registration price of 
$400 per couple making a combined payment. $245 
per person after April 11. There will be an 
additional $50 fee and add’l requirements to receive 
a course certificate.

Reading list(required for certificate only): Core 
book is The Sustainable Vegetable Garden by 
Jeavons and Cox (1999). Many other books are 
recommended throughout the course based upon 
the day’s topic of discussion.

Enrollment, payment and refund policy: Half 
tuition must be sent to reserve enrollment with the 
remaining half due by the first day of the class. If 
full tuition is not paid by the first class, attendance 
is expected to stop until payment is completed. Full 
refunds less than $50 will be available until 7 days 
before the first session. No refunds thereafter 
except for cancellation by instructor. If details 
change after enrollment has been paid, full refund is 
available until 3 days before the first class if 
cancellation is based upon the change(s). Payment 
is by check, cash or money order and should be sent 
to Darren Butler, PO Box 589, Topanga, CA 90290. 
Contact Darren if you prefer to pay with a credit 
card via the internet. Courses not guaranteed to 
carry. Some courses fill up quickly. To avoid 
disappointment, do not delay. An EcoWorkshops 
certificate in ecofriendly gardening is available. 
Please inquire for more details.

Saturdays, Feb 28, Mar 7, Mar 21, Apr 4, 
Apr 11 from 9 am - 12 noon

Course time: 9 am-12 pm

Have your vegetable gardens or fruit trees failed to 
produce as expected? Do your plants seem stressed 
or die before bearing? Uncertain about the best 
ways to prepare soil, manage watering or plant 
seeds? Does your compost pile not turn into 
compost? Or are you new to gardening and want to 
start greening your thumb? This course cuts right 
to the core of practical knowledge you need to 
produce huge yields in Southern CA’s unique dry 
mediterranean climate, using methods that go 
beyond organic.  



Course Dates

Saturdays:  February 28, March 7, March 
21, April 4, April 11

Time:  9 am to 12 noon with 
arrival encouraged 20 minutes 
prior to starting time.

Course location:  

ECCM, 5910 Monterey Road 
Los Angeles, CA  90042

www.herbalroom.com

Nutritional Produce and Medicinal Herbs

Most general gardening books are for temperate 
climates and their advice will lead Southern 
Californians astray. Organic Gardening for 
Nutritional Produce and Medicinal Herbs is a 
basic to intermediate course taught through the 
specialized lens of sustainability and appropriate 
methods for Southern California. This course can 
save you years of mistakes and frustration in 
trying to implement climatically inappropriate 
methods in our dry Mediterranean climate.  

A special feature of this course will be its 
coverage of growing herbs and medicinal herbs. 
Which herbs can be grown successfully in LA 
County? How do herb plant needs generally vary 
from vegetables? From ginseng to green tea, from 
chamomile to nettle, the course will cover what is 
easy, difficult and impossible when growing 
common medicinal herbs in LA county.

Other topics will include building soil fertility 
while minimizing energy trails and resource use, 
philosophical and spiritual approaches, bed 
preparation, use of tools, sustainability, seed 
starting, composting, vermicomposting, keeping 
plants healthy and thriving, watering, seasonal 
gardening and crop suitability, tips and tricks for 
gardening in Southern California, hot weather 
gardening and more. A large fraction of course 
material, including spiritual/philosopical 
approaches, perspectives on soil, and information 
specific to gardening in Southern California are 
based upon Darren’s own experience and 
invention and are available nowhere else. 

Darren encourages students to plan to put in 
their gardens during the course so students can 
bring questions back to class after working at 
home. 

Note: This course parallels Darren’s Ecofriendly 
High-Yield Food Gardening courses, and will 
have significant overlap of material (estimated 
70%). Students who have taken Ecofriendly 
High-Yield Food Gardening may attend at half 
price (the total number of reduced-tuition 
enrollments may be limited).

Course difficulty: 2 to 3 out of 10. Gardening 
experience recommended but not required. Basic 
topics will be covered thoroughly, but we will 
also be discussing more advanced topics. 

Darren Butler’s contact info:

allnet@pobox.com
www.EcoWorkshops.com

To sign up, mail payment to:
Darren Butler
PO Box 589
Topanga CA 90290 -0589 
(818) 271-0963
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